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PUL~N BEHARI SARKAR was born on March 1, 1906 in an extremely poor family 
at a small village Nowla in the district of Dhaka, now in Bangladesh. His father, 
Gagan Behari Sarkar, a petty Tehsildar under a local Zamindar and his mother, 
Kadambini Debi, a religious-minded pious lady, had to face enormous hardship to 
maintain a big family with so meagre an income. Gagan Behari had five sons and 
five daughters and Dr. Pulin Behari Sarkar was the eldest of them. Two sons and two 
daughters died at an early age. Dr. Sarkar's father was a strict disciplinarian and 
was widely respected for his unquestionable integrity and strong personality. Educa- 
tion of children was not much thought of in those days, especially in the rural areas, 
by their parents. But Dr. Sarkar's father ceaselessly impressed upon his sons the 
imperative need of good education, especially for the poor, to stand up erect in life. 

Dr. Sarkar had his primary education in a local school and then shifted to a 
Middle English school in a neighbouring village in 19 1 5. He appeared in the M.E. 
Scholarship Examination in 1918 and stood first in the Dhaka Division with a margin 
of 100 marks over the second. He was awarded a scholarship of Rs. 41.. This 
success attracted the immediate attention of the eminent physicist, Dr. Meghnad Saha, 
who hailed from an adjacent village and was also born in an equally poor family. The 
contact with Dr. Saha led to the development of a debp fraternal relationship between 
the two which lasted throughout their lives. In fact, the hard work and the dignified 
struggle of Dr. Saha's life were a source of inspiration and an ideal for the young 
Sarkar. The wise guidance from Dr. Saha played a significarit role in moulding the 
character and personality of Dr. Sarkar especially in the formative period. 

Dr. Sarkat next entered Shyama Prasad H.E. Schpol at Simulia, a few miles 
away from his native place. In consideration of his merit he was provided free board 
and lodging in the school hostel and for the rest he had to depend upon his hbu 
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scholarship of Rs. 410, as no assistance was available from home. In fact, he could 
not have even the most essential text books. He passed the matriculation examina- 
tion from this schoool in 1923 securing more than 809; marks with distinction in four 
subjects. 

Inspite of stark poverty staring at his face, and fighting against all odds. 
Dr. Sarkar entered the Dhaka Intermediate College for his 1.Sc. course. At this 
period he had to work as a residential tutor in the house of a lawyer at Dhaka. In 
1925, he passed his I.Sc. examination standing ninth in the Dhaka Board. Next he 
joined the Chemistry Honours class in the Dhaka University. For this he had to 
make stlenous effort to meet his minium requirements, often working as a private tutor 
to a number of students. But his hard work and privations ultimately led to success; he 
stood first in the first class in the B.Sc. Honours examination (1928). Next year he took 
his masters degree in applied chemistry with a dissertation on "Fats & Oils in Rohi Fish" 
under the guidance of Dr. J.K. Chowdhury. In M.Sc. also he occupied the coveted 
first position in the first class. In his University days, he came in close contact with 
many eminent professors and especially with Sir J.C. Ghosh and Prof. J.K. 
Chowdhury whose wise counsel and constant encouragement werefof immense help in 
his study and research activity. 

Jn 1930 he began his researches as a government research scholar but he had to 
leave it for a professor's post at the B.N. College, Palina in 1931, where he worked 
only for a year. He came back in 1932 to his research activities at Dhaka. With 
the prospect of future absorpt-ion in Jute Research Laboratories to be soon set up 
under the auspices of the Indian Central Jute Committee, Sir J.C. Ghosh advised him 
to take investigations in the chemistry of this golden fibre. His researches on the 
"Chemistry of Jute Lignin" fetched for him the D.Sc. degree in 1936. 
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Wherever he worked, he received high appreciation far his sincere hard work. 
He made an indelible mark in every department he worked. 

Sponsored by Indian Central Jute Committee Dr. Sarkar visited various 
important laboratories of U.S.A. and U.K. during the period June to December 1948. 

Dr. Sarkar was awarded J.M. Das Gupta ~e 'mor ia l  Medal in 1934 and Sri 
P.C. Roy 70th Birthday Memorial Medal in 1936, both by Indian Chemical Society 
in recognition of his valuable contribution to the knowledge of chemistry in the field 
of "Jute Lignin". 

Dr. Sarkar was married to Mrs. Kamla Sarkar in 1937. Throughout his life 
Dr. Sarkar was blessed with a quiet life of great harmony and order-largely due to 
his wife-which significantly promoted his scientific and professional pursuits. 
Fortunately all the three daughters of Dr. Sarkar are now successful professionals- 
with high academic careers. The eldest-Sunanda Nag, a M.A. of the University of 
Minnesotx is a senior advertising executive while his second daughter Mandira Sinha 
Roy-a Ph.D. of London University in Geography is now teaching in England. The 
youngest, Gopa Sarke De, a Ph.D. of the University of San Diego, U.S.A. is now a 
Research Scientist in Chevron Oil Company engaged in oil exploration. She lives in 
California with her hus band. 

A man of stem reality and of strict discipline he was a self-made man in its 
true sense; not compromising his principles under any circumstances and never yield- 
ing to pressure from whatever source it came. By his owil life he demonstrated that 
honest labour is never lost and God helps those who help themselves. 

Apart from his research contributions, Dr. Sarkar initiated himself in the 
writing of text-books. His book on "Organic Chemistry" soon became a bible to 
the undergraduate students all over India. He wanted that our students should have 
books from Indian authors and that too at a low cost. 

He could not forget the extra-ordinary suffering in his student days for want of 
money and want of text-books. That is why he brought out books at a very cheap price. 
The longstanding sore he could perhaps heal up partly by establishing Book-banks in 
Ramakrishna Mission Institutions for needy and deserving students. 

He was not only a hard task-'master but he himself worked very hard. Through- 
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at 3. T.R.L.-he worked often continuously for fourteen hours a day, with strictest 
regularity and discipline. Personal comfort, idle gossip and addiction to any intoxi- 
cant, even tea, were unknown in his dictionary. 

The publication of his books brought enough money. But he led an austre and 
simple life. Following the exampls of Acharya Prafulla Chander he always used 
coarse simple clothes and never indulged in any luxury. Though seldom publicised, 
he gave a major part of his money-several lakhs of rupees-to the Ramakrishna 
Mission. His munificance does not end there. His life is a blaring example of 
un-selfishness. Out of his unbounded compassion he helped financially unnumerable 
students to complete their education and stand on their legs. The distress of students 
always touched a sensitive chord in his heart. Many a friend and relation also 
received from him enormous help and sympathy. 

Excessive strain while writing a new book at the age of seventy four brought 
untold miseries to this saintly person. The painful symptoms in his brain led to loss 
of memory. After suffering for about four years, he breathed his last on March 23, 
1983. 
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